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she retreated about a foot to a position behind a bed-post. She 
looked out at me and petulently stamped her foot at frequent intervals. 
At least that is the way I interpreted the snappy noise she made. 

The nest roughly resembled a bird's nest in shape, being about a 
foot in external diameter and fully six inches in internal and about 
three inches deep. It was constructed of rather fine shreds of gunny- 
sacking, cloth and a little paper. It was placed on the floor against 
the wall with no attempt at concealment, more than was afforded bv the 
outside framework of an old bedstead. There was some litter on the 
floor about the nest, and in another corner of the room there was a 
second nest of similar construction unoccupied at the time. At no 
time was any one of the four little rats detached from the parent. I 
left them hoping that some of our party might find the opportunity of 
photographing them, but we failed in that. 

J. M. Edson. 

Water Bird Notes 

By Stanton Warburton, Jr. 
-*- 

The following notes were made while a guest of Mr. Arthur H. Rust 
on his yacht, the "Lady Helen." The writer is very much indebted to 
Mr. Rust for all the trouble he has gone to in order that these notes 
might be made. Several times he was kind enough to change his course 
or stop his boat in order that birds might be observed or collected. 

On Aug. 10, 1920, a few Shearwaters were seen around Point "Wilson 
from Port Townsend, Jefferson Co., Tin. These were most likely the 
Sooty Shearwater ( Puff inus griseus ), as on the following dav three 
birds collected at this" place all proved to be the Sooty Shearwater. 
While netting a wounded bird, I had an excellent opportunity of obser- 
ving how they win when under water. The bird went nearly straight 
down almost out of sight in clear water, «sing his wings fully extended 
as his chief method of propelling, but seemed unable to remain under 
for any length of time or to go very far. On Aug. 12th, when going 
from Port Townsend to Victoria, B.C., about the same number (about 50 
birds) were seen at the same place, but none bcvond this vicinity. On 
Aug. 17th, when returning from Victoria, Shearwaters were eommon all 
the way from Victoria to Port Townsend. Several flocks were seen in 
numbers of 30 to 50. About 10 miles from Port Townsend, we ran into 
flocks of small dark-colored Shearwaters, which I think were the 
Slender-billed Shearwaters, but as the water was rough it was impossible 
to collect any. To make sure I was not fooling myself about the size 
of these birds, I asked other members of the party if they could s:e 
any difference botwecn the size of these birds and the Sooty Shearwaters 
we had been watching, and thev all agreed with me that thev were much 
smaller. 

On Aug. 17 several Heerman Gulls ( Larus heermanni) were seen from 
Port Townsend south to Foulweather Bluff (the cnTFance to Hoods Canal). 

1 have three notes on Phalaropes, though none wore collected. Most 
likely they were all the Northern Phalarope (Lopipcs lobatus ). A flock 
of over 12 were seen off Pt. Wilson on Aug. 10" at the same place where 
the Sooty Shearwaters were seen. Two were seen in the West Passage 
about 15 miles fron Tacoma on Aug. 18. The last one seen was on 
Sept. 12 in the West Passage, but about 5 miles nearer T ac oma than 
the pair seen on Aug. 18. 

Two Jaegers were seen in the West Passage on Sept. 12. They were 
probably the Parasitic Jaeger ( ^ercorariios parasiticus) . 
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On Sept. 11 a Sabine Gull (Xeiaa sabini) was seen in T ac0 na Harbor. 
As the bird was onlv 20 • "arc's from the boat there can he no doubt 
as to the identification. The black on the primaries raar v s it from the 
Bonaparte Gull at a rlance. An unusual thing about this birr 1 was that 
it was in summer plumage, while all the l-onapartes in the hai-bor were 
in winter plumage. 

Several times I have found it difficult to retrieve birds when collecting 
from a boat. If one would take a large net such as fishermen use as a 
landing net, which could be fastened to a pike pole? one would have no 
trouble in retrievinn birds after thev are shot. I used this method on 
the "Lady Helen" and found it not only much quicker than anv other method? 
but that it frequently saved the trouble of launching a small boat. 

On Sept. 18 and 19 I spent two days with Mr. Rust at Nisqually, 
Thurston County, Wn.» and found the Northern Phalaropes (Lobipes lobatus) 
verv common at this place. They all appeared to be the same bird. 
One was collected and it proved to be the Northern Phalarope. 

Notes from Pierce County, Washington, 
bv J. Hooper 3oir3es. 

The nesting season of 1920 was an interesting one in manv ways. The 
usual varieties of birds were plentiful, but none of the rarer ones were 
any more num erous than usual. Perhaps the most striking fact of all 
was the almost invariable delay of all kinds in the dates for nest 
building. V/ith hardly an exception everything was ."just about three 
weeks later than usual. A very marked exception to thi3 was the Hermit 
Warblers, which nested during the first week in June as usual. No other 
bird of ray acquaintance is so unsvrervingly regular in its habits as this 
handsome warbler, for if we do not find the nest before the 15th of June 
there is no chance whatever of getting; e^gs. Also, at the other extreme, 
we need never hope to find ep;gs before the 3rd. of June at the earliest. 
I was so fortunate as to find a nest containing five well incubated egcs 
on Jur.e 10th, which were prepared unto perfect specimens. On June 18 
I loaated another nest, but the unvarving time limit had gone bv and the 
nest held very small young, five in number. This nest was only fifteen 
feet up in a sickly little twenty-five foot fir that had onlv three 
branches. A most unexpected situation for this lover of the giant 
timber to build her home. 

Another unusual find was also made on June 18 in the nest of a Cali- 
fornia Creeper containing eight eggs. This is the largest set of 
Creeper of any kind that has been brought to my attention, and only 
once before have I found as many as seven eggs. Oddly enough it was the 
second set laid bv this same pair of birds during the season, the first 
set containing six eggs having been collected ofi June 1 bv Mr. Thomas H. 
Burleigh. While Mr. Burleigh was busy taking this first nest, it occurred 
to me to pass the time by building a bark Creeper "decoy" nest on a small 
oak some forty feet distant. Y/hen passing the place on June 4 I glanced 
into the "decov" and was pleased to find mv experiment successful, the 
birds bavin'*, a new nest well under process of construct ion . It was this 
nest that had the eip;ht c (?(? s on the 18th, incubation beinr several da-'S 
advanced, which proved that the birds had built n fine large nest and 
laid eight eg'js in the extremely short time of tuo weeks. It is alsc 
noteworthy that the second set contained two egr*s more than were in the 
first, although I have frequentlv noticed that second sets of various 
birds contain an cgp more that the first set. I do not wish to implv 
that this is the rule, but it occurs suf ficicntl" often to convince me 



